SYNOPSIS: This bill would propose an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901 to preserve the freedom of Alabama residents to make decisions about and provide for their own healthcare.

A BILL

TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

To propose an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901 to preserve the freedom of Alabama residents to make decisions about and provide for their own healthcare.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, as amended, is proposed and shall become valid as a part thereof when approved by a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon and in accordance with Sections 284, 285, and 287 of the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, as amended:

PROPOSED AMENDMENT

(a)  No law or regulation may indirectly or directly compel any person, employer, or health care provider to participate in any health care system.

(b)  No person or employer may be required to pay penalties or fines for paying directly for lawful health care services, and shall be permitted to pay directly for lawful health care services.  

(c)  No health care provider may be required to pay penalties or fines for accepting direct payment for lawful health care services, and shall be permitted to accept direct payment from a person or employer for lawful health care services.

(d)  Subject to reasonable and necessary rules that do not substantially limit a person's options, the purchase or sale of health insurance in private health care systems shall not be prohibited by law or regulation.
(e)  This amendment shall not be interpreted to forbid voluntary participation in any lawful health insurance program, including Medicare and Medicaid.

(f)  This amendment applies to any law or regulation, pre-existing or new, Federal, state, or local.

Section 2. An election upon the proposed amendment shall be held in accordance with Sections 284 and 285 of the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, now appearing as Sections 284 and 285 of the Official Recompilation of the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, as amended, and the election laws of this state.

Section 3. The appropriate election official shall assign a ballot number for the proposed constitutional amendment on the election ballot and shall set forth the following description of the substance or subject matter of the proposed constitutional amendment:

"Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, as amended, to protect an individual’s right to choose his or her own insurance policy or carrier; to render invalid any law requiring Alabama citizens to acquire paid health insurance; and to render invalid any law levying legal penalties or fines on an individual’s choice of healthcare insurance.”

"Proposed by Act ________."

This description shall be followed by the following language:

"Yes ( ) No ( )."

